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Teaching Philosophy 

Teaching is a direct extension of my studio practice, because it is important for me to 
engage the art practices of others as an act of reciprocity alongside building my own. 
Teaching is so much like making. I teach because I want to have constructive dialog, because 
I want to foster a space for my students to take risks and learn, because my own art making 
is not an insular practice. 

My first priority as an instructor is to establish an open atmosphere to foster generative 
engagement between all members of the classroom. Before asking my students to think 
critically and dive into making, I want them to know that in my class they will be heard and 
respectfully treated. I develop this kind of environment in three ways: by communicating 
expectations, listening to the students, and doing the work that is true teaching. As an 
instructor that primarily teaches sculpture or video classes, it is my responsibility to teach 
techniques, demonstrate safe uses of equipment and introduce technologies. Undoubtedly I 
will have course objectives to fulfill, but it is my priority is to bridge those objectives to the 
student’s own experience, interests, and needs. The best thing I can give my students is a 
space to generate work where they can expect a productive response. Preparedness is an 
effective way for me to demonstrate my commitment to my class. I consistently follow-up 
on conversations with further resources for my students to explore on their own. Being 
prepared and following up with students shows my students that I while I have high 
expectations of their work ethic, I am willing to meet them and work alongside them.  

I spent a few years working as a writer for an art publication and I work to integrate that 
experience into my classroom. In nearly every class period, despite the course requirements, 
my students and I will have a conversation about one or two relevant artists. This may 
happen in student led presentations, or following up after requiring students to visit an 
exhibition or artist talk. Another part of my focus in teaching is helping students organize 
ways to get their work out of the classroom. This looks like meeting and advising students 
hoping to start a collective or even organizing exhibitions or film screenings off-campus. 

After generating a productive environment for my students, I make sure that the content of 
my teaching is valuable and effectively delivered. Teaching studio classes is an exchange of 
ideas and problem solving through conversations in and around the work. Research, 
processes and outcomes are all teachable moments in art making. I structure my critiques so 
that the student first can hear from the class what the work is doing, by having the first 
few minutes just be about sharing what the students notice in the work and describing 
what stands out. Then I open the conversation up to a more critically productive dialog. The 
students themselves make the class.  
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